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SEKO Opens Third Office In UK

-Bristol, England Facility Expands SEKO’s European Presence-

Itasca, Illinois, August 5, 2004 – SEKO, a global provider of freight forwarding and logistics solutions, announced it has opened a new office in Bristol, England.  It is SEKO’s third office to open in the United Kingdom in the past eight months, as the Company continues to expand its international operations.  The Bristol U.K. office will provide a full range of freight forwarding services for Southwest England and South Wales.

“As international trade continues to expand among multinational enterprises, SEKO is committed to enhancing its global logistics network in order to focus on meeting our customers’ growing transportation needs,” said William J. Wascher, SEKO’s CEO and President.  “The new Bristol facility is one of many new SEKO offices we will open overseas this year, and it will provide us with another key operation in the U.K.  With our offices in Bristol, London and Manchester, SEKO is well positioned to serve the entire United Kingdom import and export marketplace.”

Bob Feltham serves as regional manager of SEKO’s Bristol U.K. office.  Steve Frost is operations manager and Jarard Morris is responsible for business development, particularly in the South Wales area.  Collectively, the three employees have more than 66 years of transportation and logistics experience in the U.K.  Feltham worked for AEI as district manager for six years before forming his own company, Cargo World.  He developed this company and then sold it to the Fritz Companies where he remained on as a member of the U.K. management team for a further seven years. 

Frost has 19 years experience in the forwarding and road transport business and is responsible for the operation for all product lines served by SEKO in the areas of air, ocean and road – both on an export and import basis.  Morris has more than 19 years of experience in the transportation industry and has worked on both the shipper side of the business, as well the freight forwarding side.  He has an excellent working knowledge of all modes of transportation from courier to project work, specializing in oversized freight and multi-container loads.
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SEKO’s international growth initiative employs its successful domestic strategic partner business model, which is based on using independent contractors with an entrepreneurial spirit and applying best practices from the Company’s organizational structure to the international marketplace.  This business model provides a distinctive, seamless global logistics approach to freight forwarding, with local business and cultural expertise critical to customer satisfaction.

"SEKO’s worldwide business model is quite unique,” said Feltham.  “Our team is extremely excited about joining the Company’s international partnership and the concept and strategy for global growth it encompasses.  We feel that SEKO offers truly enhanced value added services for our clients and will assist us in our quest to grow the business to the next level.”  

The SEKO Bristol office has forged close links with other independent forwarding companies in the area, particularly in Cardiff (South Wales) and Plymouth (Devon), which further enhances its presence throughout the entire region.

The staff’s experience is critical to successfully serving the various types of industry prevalent throughout Southwest England and South Wales.  Many global multinationals such as Hewlett Packard, Matsushita, Sony, Nortel and British Aerospace have a major presence in the area. 

About SEKO

Founded in 1976, SEKO is a global transportation and logistics company with 50 offices in North America, Puerto Rico and the UK and more than 350 agents in its worldwide network.  It offers a full range of supply chain solutions, including expedited and time-definite airfreight services on a 24/7 basis, ground and ocean logistics and other products on an international scale.
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