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Intermodal Transportation Institute at the University of Denver Invited to Speak to Dubai International Road Transport Union  

- Board Member Craig Lentzsch, of Coach USA, Addresses Global Intermodal Solutions -

DENVER, CO, April 3, 2006 – Craig Lentzsch, Chairman and CEO for Coach USA in the Western U.S. and Board Member for the Intermodal Transportation Institute (ITI) at the University of Denver, recently returned from Dubai, UAE, where he was invited to give a speech on new solutions to road congestion.

In a speech to economic and transportation leaders, Lentzsch addressed the need for a global, interconnected intermodal solution to the problems facing different parts of the word, which already have mature, but differing transportation models, as well as transport needs in developing nations.

“In Europe, where there are small countries with dense populations, high-priced land, highly taxed gasoline and cities with narrow streets and limited space for highways, there has been a movement away from large urban areas toward the far suburbs and towns which can be reached only by automobile,” he told the audience. “State subsidies provide public transportation for everyone and central planning of transportation systems is common and influential.” 

“In the U.S.,” he continued, “we have vast space, with relatively low-priced land that has encouraged the dispersal of the population.  Cities are relatively new and have been developed with wide streets and the automobile in mind.  Public policy has kept the price of gasoline lower, transportation decision making is decentralized and the modes of transportation have been developed and funded separately.”

Lentzsch told his audience that today these two divergent transportation systems are being pulled toward the center by new forces brought about by the expanding global business environment and will require an affordable, sustainable, safe and ethical transportation network that enhances international logistics mobility with an inclusive and efficient system with a common policy goal. 

“These divergent trends on both continents support the need for greater connectivity of transportation systems,” he pointed out.  “Europe needs to connect and improve its roads to make them accessible to all forms of public transportation in order to have a safer, more inclusive system that provides ‘last mile’ access to a broader population and commercial base.  The United States, on the other hand, needs to connect existing public transportation systems so that transfers become possible and easy, and also insist that all new public transportation facilities, including bus transport, are connected.  Finally, all public transportation should be connected to major highways to make it easier to switch from one mode to another.”

Lentzsch pointed out that in the U.S. the last three federal transportation authorization bills have advocated intermodal connections, but allocated very little money toward that goal.  Without proper funding, and with many separate projects competing for the funds, there has been modest progress at best, he said. As a result, the U.S. has developed a largely multi-modal, but not intermodal, system of transportation where:   

· Congress funds the various modes of transportation separately

· The states usually fund, regulate and operate the modes separately

· The cost of traffic congestion has reached $64 billion annually in lost fuel and time with 42 percent of highways overly trafficked

· Intercity bus service is only available in 30-50 airports and 90 rail terminals throughout the U.S., while intercity rail serves only a handful of airports

· 65.3 percent more funding is needed to meet highway capital expenditure needs by all levels of government

Lentzsch stated an interconnected, intermodal solution is the best answer to both the U.S. and European models of transportation, as well as those nations now developing transportation networks.  Intermodal networks would allow each mode to do what it does best, while reducing congestion, providing redundancy to enhance security and emergency transportation, reducing energy usage and providing an inclusive system that enhances mobility for all, whether in rural or urban areas, for young or old, rich or poor.

“Following the direction of these two mature models will provide guidance to the developing countries,” he said.  “In this way, they can pick the best qualities of the two mature models and avoid the pitfalls of both.  Each country will end up with its own solution, but the successful transportation system of the future will be built around the maximum connectivity of multiple modes producing an inclusive, efficient system that is safe, ethical and sustainable.”
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