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SEKO OPENS NEW OFFICE IN ROTTERDAM GATEWAY

- Growth at SEKO-Benelux Creates Demand for New Office -

Itasca, IL, July 28, 2006 – SEKO, a global provider of freight forwarding and logistics solutions, recently launched SEKO-Rotterdam as a separate facility from SEKO-Benelux in order to keep up with growing customer demand.  SEKO-Rotterdam is centrally located in the Botlek area of the harbor in Rotterdam, Netherlands. The new operating facility includes a 2,750 square meter state-of-the-art warehouse with six loading docks and cross docking capabilities for European distribution services, where much of its logistics business is currently concentrated.   

SEKO-Benelux is responsible for a region in Europe consisting of Belgium, Luxemburg and the Netherlands.  As part of this important trade zone, Rotterdam is considered the main ocean port for Europe and until last year, was the biggest port in the world (Shanghai, China is now the largest).  The Port of Rotterdam is also well known as the gateway to Europe because a majority of European freight arrives there prior to being distributed throughout the continent. 

SEKO appointed Arno Huisman as the branch manager for SEKO-Rotterdam.  Huisman has an extensive background in the shipping industry. For several years, he worked for Karl Gross (a German forwarder) in the role as forwarding manager.  Huisman’s previous position was logistics manager for an importer of natural stone, a company he then brought on as a customer when he began his position at SEKO.  The SEKO offices in China and India also benefited from this customer because most of its imports come from Asia.  In addition to Huisman, Umit Darici and Yvonne Lamens have joined SEKO-Rotterdam as part of the operations team.  

SEKO-Rotterdam’s 13 highly experienced employees manage the office’s operations, including its new container and international trucking operation, ensuring a high level of customer service.  For instance, utilizing its secure warehouse operation, the Rotterdam office handles all prepaid ocean freight for a major U.S. computer manufacturer, and ships a considerable number of computers and parts to African and Middle Eastern destinations. 

“Since we handle sensitive shipments from this location, we have invested in a very well-secured warehouse,” stated Bob Van der Putten, managing director of SEKO-Benelux.  “Our warehouse facility is surrounded by a two-meter high fence with two cameras overlooking the loading docks and 10 cameras inside the warehouse.  We are also presently in the process of adding new scanning equipment for enhanced safety measures; and the emergency room of our security company is just down the road.”

As the SEKO-Rotterdam warehouse is well equipped for any cross docking or distribution requests, in addition to the computer manufacturer and the natural stone importer, the new facility handles many other types of freight.  Over the last six months, numerous SEKO overseas offices have already shipped items to and from the Rotterdam office as business in the Benelux/Rotterdam area continues to expand.    

“We are currently in the last phase of negotiations with a medium-sized U.S.- based company regarding the set up of its EDC (European distribution center) in our warehouse in Rotterdam,” said Van der Putten.  “On the information technology side, our Web-based MySEKO system has been updated for global use, which provides our customers with greater visibility throughout the network, giving SEKO an advantage over our competition.”
About SEKO 

Founded in 1976, SEKO is a global transportation and logistics company with 46 offices in North America and offices in over 60 countries worldwide.  It offers a full range of supply chain solutions, including expedited and time-definite airfreight services on a 24/7 basis, ground and ocean logistics, and other services on an international basis.
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