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SEKO EXTENDS REACH INTO REPUBLIC OF TURKEY
- Expanded Service Offerings Provided by New Office in Eurasia -

Itasca, IL, June 20, 2007 – SEKO, a global provider of freight forwarding and logistics solutions, recently expanded its operations into the strategically located Republic of Turkey. The new SEKO Turkey station, headquartered in Istanbul, offers air freight, sea freight, ground and multimodal services, including warehousing and distribution for both inbound and outbound freight. 
Turkey, which has achieved strong economic growth since 2002, greatly enhances SEKO’s presence in the important geo-political region of the Middle East, as its new office has strong operational ties with SEKO’s recently opened office in Dubai, UAE. Following its recent socio-economic advances, Turkey began accession talks with the European Union in 2002 to attain full membership into the EU, which will provide increased market access in new trade zones throughout Europe and Asia.
The SEKO Turkey office is located only five minutes from the Ataturk Airport in Istanbul, and is located in close proximity to several bordering seaports on the Mediterranean Sea, Aegean Sea and Black Sea. With its key geographic location on the Eurasian landmass, it acts as a transhipment and distribution hub with multimodal transportation throughout the entire Middle East, USA, Europe and the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS), comprised of 11 former Soviet republics. SEKO Turkey is a member of the International Federation of Freight Forwarders Association.   

Turkey’s economy consists of a complex mix of modern industry and commerce in addition to traditional agriculture. Turkey’s inbound traffic outweighs its outbound traffic; therefore, SEKO Turkey primarily focuses on inbound freight from China, Far Eastern and Balkan countries. For outbound traffic, the U.S. and Europe are the main lanes of traffic for FOB shipments. By partnering with SEKO Global Logistics and maintaining a close relationship with SEKO destination offices, SEKO Turkey is better enabled to secure the freight shipments coming out of Turkey. The majority of goods exported include: hi-tech products, dangerous goods and retail garment on hanger (GOH) cargo. 
Mrs. Zeynep Kasikci is the General Manager for SEKO Turkey and has 12 years of forwarding experience. She is the founder of Ulustrans, Air & Sea Department, an integrated logistics and supply chain management service provider. Collectively, the office has nearly 30 years of logistics and transportation experience. “The SEKO network of offices brings greater opportunities for us to focus on providing more air freight and sea freight service over a greater distance,” said Mrs. Zeynep. “With the support of the SEKO Global Logistics network, SEKO Turkey has expanded its reach and will continue to grow its team and increase service offerings to customers throughout Eurasia and beyond.” 

“Turkey is a strong ally of the United States, and its implementation of strong economic reforms, increasing GDP rate and increasing consumerism makes this a natural fit for SEKO Global Logistics,” said William Wascher, president and CEO of SEKO. “SEKO Turkey provides us with the opportunity to reach an increasingly cosmopolitan customer base in a developing and important part of the world economy. We are pleased to add this strong logistics operation to our rapidly expanding global freight forwarding network.”  
About SEKO 

Founded in 1976, SEKO is a global transportation and logistics company with 47 offices in North America and offices in over 40 countries worldwide. It offers a full range of supply chain solutions, including expedited and time-definite airfreight services on a 24/7 basis, ground and ocean logistics, and other services on an international basis. For more information, visit www.sekoworldwide.com.
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