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NEWS RELEASE

For Immediate Release

SEKO EXPANDS GLOBAL REACH INTO IRELAND 

- Increased Trade in European Community Makes Dublin a Smart Choice for Expansion -

Itasca, IL, November 27, 2007 – SEKO, a global provider of supply chain solutions, recently expanded its global operations into Dublin, Ireland. The new office is strategically located five minutes from the Dublin International Airport and has easy access to the Dublin Sea Port Tunnel. The tunnel extends to the Dublin Sea Port located on Dublin Bay and provides access to the Irish Sea and onward via feeder vessel to all main European ports to meet main ocean vessels. The office serves all of Ireland and handles import/export shipping by air and ocean, provides customs brokerage and time-definite ground transportation using its own fleet of express vehicles to expedite the pick-up and delivery of freight.
Ireland is a major attraction for foreign investors. Nearly 1,000 overseas companies have recently chosen to invest in Ireland as their European transshipment base due to its proximity to key sea and air shipping lanes for North America and Europe. Major import and exports include industries such as pharmaceutical, engineering, communications, financial and international services. Ireland’s investment in pharmaceutical and R&D continues to increase with a 2006 investment of 470 million Euros, compared to 260 million in 2005 and 140 million in 2004. Garments and sporting equipment from Pakistan and promotional items form China into Ireland are also evolving import markets for the office.  
The office is operated by a team of experienced managers including Debbie Hezam, Operations & Customer Service Manager of SEKO Ireland. Overall, the office staff has more than 100 years of combined logistics experience. SEKO Ireland’s competitive advantages are focused on providing specialized services such as the handling of perishables, high value cargo, pharmaceutical trial samples, and gauge and non standard out-of-gauge cargo items. The office also has the ability to provide ad hoc service for short notice shipments, and its extensive door-to-door network provides routine and specific time appointments for pick-ups and deliveries. 

“The SEKO Ireland team consists of professionals with many years of experience in air and ocean freight movement and is driven from the owner level with hands-on day-to-day involvement in all aspects of freight forwarding,” said Hezam. “In addition, we have excellent purchasing power with all major airlines and shipping lines, which enables our office to provide exceptional leveraged rates to our customers.”  

“SEKO’s expansion into the Celtic Tiger is a significant component in the continuing development of our global logistics network,” said William Wascher, President and CEO of SEKO. “Its growing number of foreign investors and improved economy has resulted in many large investments in modernizing the Irish infrastructure and cities. The country is also in a strategic location on major air and sea routes between North America and Europe and represents a rapidly growing trade base. With the SEKO Ireland team’s experience, desire for growth and its competitive purchasing rates with airlines and shipping lines, it is well-positioned to provide outstanding local service and global reach for our increasing customer base.”  
About SEKO 

Founded in 1976, SEKO is a global provider of supply chain solutions with 58 offices in North America and offices in over 40 countries worldwide.  It offers a full range of supply chain solutions, including expedited and time-definite airfreight services on a 24/7 basis, ground and ocean logistics, and other services on an international basis. For more information, visit: www.sekoworldwide.com.
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